
Baton Elementary School 
 Parent-Student Handbook 2020-2021  

(COVID-19 Addendum) 
 

***Read This First*** 

 
Welcome back to Baton Elementary School for the 2020-2021 school year!  While we don’t 
really know what the future holds for our students and our school, I want to assure you that our 
staff is committed to our mission of providing quality instruction in a safe and caring 
environment.  We will follow all safety practices to ensure that your child is taken care of, both 
physically and emotionally.  Instruction will be appropriately challenging according to the North 
Carolina Standard Course of Study, as we all want to see our students reach their potential and 
stay on track to succeed if and when we return to our “old normal.”  Please be sure to refer to 
our Title I Parent-Student-School Compact to learn more about what we can all do to play our 
part in our children’s school experience. 
 
This addendum pertains to the expected and necessary changes due to COVID-19 and the various 

challenges it has and continues to present to schools.  As metrics change and, hopefully, improve, this 

section will revert back to the regular Parent-Student Handbook provided in the student planner. 

 
Morning Drop-Off 

• Students should be dropped off in front of the old school building no earlier than 7:30 a.m.  All 

students report directly to their classrooms. 

• Follow directional arrows and foot traffic signs to ensure minimal contact between people. 

• We offer the Breakfast in the Classroom program free of charge for all of our students beginning 

at 7:40.  

• We offer curbside assistance in front of the “old building” for students arriving between 7:30 and 

7:50 in the mornings.  After 7:50, our staff members return to their normal duties and are not 

available to assist students in the car rider line.  Therefore, for the safety of our students, parents 

must walk their child into the building if they arrive after 7:50 am. 

• We require parents and visitors to sign in at the office ANY time they are on campus (other than 

the office) between the hours of 7:30-3:00. 

 
Tardy Students 

• Since we are now required to check temperatures of anyone entering the building, parents are 

now required to walk tardy students into the building if they arrive after 8:00.  If a student is 

dropped off without being properly signed in, the parent will be called to return to the school. 

 
Departure 

• Students will be dismissed at 2:40 p.m.  Staff members will load students at the covered walkway 

in front of the old building.   

• Car riders and walkers must be picked up by 3:00p.m.  Parents of car riders will be given two 

hang-tags to be visibly placed in the front window of two adults authorized to transport 

students.  Anyone without a hang-tag wishing to pick up students will be required to go to the 

office to show ID and must be on the emergency contact list for those students before being 

permitted to take the students. Additional hang-tags may be purchased in the office for a nominal 

fee, and the names of the recipients will be entered as emergency contacts for those students.   

• For the sake of efficiency, we respectfully ask that parents go through the car rider line whenever 

possible and not come into the office unless it is absolutely necessary.  Repeated early dismissals 

and office checkouts will be referred to the social worker and/or principal.  Students will NOT 



be dismissed by any means other than the car rider line, buses, or through the office 

without express permission from the principal. 

 
Attendance 

• Attendance reporting requirements may change as a result of COVID-19, but regular attendance 

is still required by state law and is essential to a student’s success, enjoyment, and achievement in 

schoolwork.  Therefore, it is imperative that your child be at school as much as possible as long 

as he or she is physically capable of attending.  Should we have to revert to a remote learning 

plan, please encourage your child to participate as much as possible to ensure that academic slide 

is minimal. 

 
Sickness or Injury 

• Should students become sick or injured at school, parents will be called to come pick them up.  In 

the event of a serious injury, our staff has been instructed to complete an incident report 

explaining the circumstances surrounding the incident.  The school does not provide over-the-

counter medication without proper documentation.  Baton Elementary will follow medication 

procedures as outlined in Policy Code 6125. 

 
Homework 
While there is some research about the efficacy of homework, during this time, any additional effort put 

into learning on the student’s part will be a good thing.  Homework will serve as reinforcement and 

practice of information and skills introduced in the classroom.  Students should set aside at least 30 

minutes of quiet time to read and do homework.  This is also an excellent opportunity for parents to work 

with their child and to see the quality of work he/she can accomplish.  If we have to implement a remote 

learning plan, follow your child’s teacher’s instructions about what is expected of your child at home. 
 
Field Trips 
Under current guidelines, there are to be no field trips for students.  We hope this changes soon. 

 
School Visitors 
Due to COVID-19, visitors in the building will be limited to business and emergency situations 

only.  Unfortunately, this also includes lunch guests.  Of course, as restrictions ease, we welcome parents 

and visitors in our school, as we recognize that they are an integral part of students’ school experience. 
 


